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December 2025 

Greetings, friends! 

It's time to reflect on FCW's 2025 accomplishments, to thank you for your continued 

support, and to ask you to include Friends of Chatham Waterways in your year-end 

giving. 

We seek to accomplish FCW's mission through education and advocacy, engaging 
volunteers, and gathering important data to assist the town in its efforts to protect the 
quality of our waters. We've continued to build on our successes and grow our 
programs. It's been another year to be proud of! 

Your gift to FCW supports these programs: 

Lewis E. Kimball Scholarship Program. This year, with matching funds from a private 
family foundation, we awarded a total of $10,000 in scholarships to undergraduate and 
graduate students from Cape Cod majoring in environmental studies. You can learn 
more about the amazing 2025 scholarship winners on our website: 
ChathamWaterways.org. 

Barbara Streibert Environmental Education Grants. We annually give funds to 

teachers in the Monomoy Regional School District, the Nauset Regional School District, 

the Cape Cod Lighthouse Charter School, the Sturgis Charter Public School, and Cape 

Cod Regional Technical High School. This year, we awarded $4,652 to support teachers 

and students. We excitedly anticipate receiving the final reports from the teachers. It is 

always heartwarming and inspirational to see what the recipients accomplish. 

Water Watchers Program. We engaged 48 volunteers who completed the seasonal 

water sampling in 19 locations within coastal water embayments around Chatham. 

This program is in collaboration with the town and the Pleasant Bay Alliance and 

provides valuable data about the water quality in our coastal waters and celebrates its 

26th year! 

Cyanobacteria Monitoring Program. For the seventh season, FCW collaborated with 

the Association to Preserve Cape Cod (APCC) with support from the town to monitor for 

potentially toxic cyanobacteria blooms in five of Chatham's freshwater ponds-Lovers 

Lake, Stillwater, Schoolhouse, Goose, and White Ponds. Trained FCW volunteers 

collected water samples from six sites on a bi-weekly basis from June through October. 

Fortunately, no blooms were detected this season, and we plan to continue monitoring 

again next year to keep people and pets safe. 

CoastSweep. Over 45 FCW volunteers collected 200 pounds of trash from our shorelines. The type of debris 

collected is documented and the data is provided to the Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management as 

part of the regionwide and a larger international program. 

FCW Internship Program. Our seasonal intern, Annika Swanson, assisted with outreach projects. We enjoyed 



getting to know her, appreciated her contributions, and she felt her experience was worthwhile. We look forward to 

continuing to fund an internship in 2026. 

Outreach. We successfully launched a Water Pledge Campaign during Earth Week at an event we hosted at the 

Chatham Orpheum about ponds and protecting water quality. Over 130 pledgers to date have promised to skip the 

fertilizers, avoid pesticides, conserve water, and have a Cape-friendly lawn and post a sign in their yards. We 

engaged with the public at the Chatham Farmers' market. FCW is a member of the Chatham Chamber of 

Commerce, which helps us network with businesses in town. In October, we successfully hosted another film 

event at the Chatham Orpheum-Women on the Water-that included a panel discussion. We hope you are 

signed up for our e-newsletter! 

Annual Meeting. For the second year, we held our annual meeting at the Chatham Beach & Tennis Club. It was a 

perfect late summer evening and proved to be an enjoyable celebration of our volunteers and social event for our 

members. We proudly shared a short film we produced with funding support from the James Holland Davis Fund 

of The Cape Cod Foundation, which you can find on our website. Our keynote speaker was Chatham Water Quality 

Technician Sarah Griscom, PhD. We honored Dr. Robert Duncanson, retired director of the Chatham natural 

resource department, with the Captain's Award. 

Looking ahead to 2026: We will keep the momentum going promoting the water pledge and have made plans for 

hosting an event during Earth Week in April. Keep an eye on your in box for our e-newsletter and notices of events 

and happenings. 

FCW is an all-volunteer board, and our programs depend on volunteers to make this all happen. If you would like 

to be more involved in some way, please reach out to info@ChathamWaterways.org. 

We keep our membership dues modest to be accessible to everyone. This means we depend on your additional 

generous gifts to help us with all the above programs and new projects. Please help us accomplish our goals in 

2026 with your end-of-year gift to FCW. We've included an envelope for your check, or alternatively, you may 

give safely on line at ChathamWaterways.org. 

On behalf of the board of directors, I thank you for your past and continued support. We can't do what we do 

without you. 

Sincerely, 

Kristin Andres, FCW President 

Donate Online 

https://chathamwaterways.org/wp/join-donate/
https://chathamwaterways.org/wp/join-donate/



